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Davie County Public Library
Mocksville, N.C. 27028

371 N. Main St. Ruth A. Hoyle
704-634-2023 Director

June 6, 1989

John Resnik
10031 Banner Lava Cap
Nevada City, California 95959

Dear Mr. Resnik:

Following our telephone conversation yesterday, | went through
the library history/genealogy room files.

The result is enclosed, and it is evident to me that J. C. Sell
or any elderly Cooleemee resident can give you more information
than we have here.

Mr. Sell's father began publication of THE COOLEEMEE JOURNAL in
1901 and Mr. Sell ceased publication in the 1960's or early 1970's.
That newspaper should be a good source of information about the

J. N. Ledford Company store if he chooses to help you. Good

Tuck.

Very truly yours,
S
N{;Jxm

Doris B. Frye
Reference

S
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Company) building and smoke from

e Sqt:a:e » #s it appeared in the early 1900s. This/ photo faces the old “Company Store™ (J.N. Ledford

 Cooleemee business district, located on th
the mill is seen at far left. Also one of the mill hmldmgs is seen at right. (Photo courtesy gf Mrs. Dot Shoaf)
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Coleem e
Business Depression-Not Felt ==
~Cooleeniee Textile Villag;
ABanity + * |
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been ‘grgatly egpifiled . Benefits Hix trucks help to bring pi-[
of educationgl opportunity, recre- ‘pils of this school here. Profess-|
| ational life, the phases of religi- or E. W. Junker is the principal

v o_sexgtal churches,. and he has a staff of 22 teachers
Cooleemee high, in addition to,
turning out many students who

00 ; das T k= L s - - — | /wenerous heart, and, . houghtfull have made remarkable records in
: o;eege?%o}ii .Im-:é:st Nuill.;}? R s A I T | r“fgrg “of “the - community’s” gheir grades, also proudly boasts
: e b S e .Fact(}l‘y at COO]M P h . | fpunder, either directly or m-d1r;|-£;f sports aggregations, baseball

e ko L« : ! fC’LéI:JiIa]'_X- s "~ foothall basket ball teams, which

Tha y : o e R e pliblic library is maintained pave won leading honors. !
s HE the free use of Cooleemee resi- “% General Manager J. W. Zachary,

dents and is in charge of Mrs,, 56, who grew up with the big Er-
Mary V. Heathman; social work)win Mill No. 3, with his familyl
in the community center and & of twelve children, and a heai
clinic sponsered by the Episcopal: bound up as much with the com-
QOhurch is in-eharge of Mrs. Mary. munity interest, its educationall
| Green. There are other public!and religious welfare as in th

henefactions of a like character| mill itself, is one of the ineipal
ipdwhich Mr. Erwin has taken al promoters and ha=kers of Davie's)
gemeroys hand. Older residents' finast echuii A Cooleemee high,

rg{' ember well the nucleus oris: annual was dedicated to him and;
a
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id WA Depression;
v, there hzing no ‘_E?ﬁ“
es or pinched Stomacns
Dld Ssnta Claus “forgoi” no
?ﬁa gither, thousands ol cnildren
geteiving » fine Cnristmas “gilt” |
trom the community tres in-the.
big park overivoking tae-south
Yaduin sriver on ‘the fesial day.) |
Cooleemee has no poor, it has no !
housing problem, nof is there . -
lack of warmth on coid days, coal .
and wood being plentiful in the : _
bin or woodnouse. HE S :

Here where -the big E

Cotton Mill: plant No. 3, operdies 5 . = e Ui s, EE
every day without a break, Qld, There is a postoffice, a bheatrehs hig first employees now wor
Man Depression may have passed, where balkies are the vogue, & in the big mill. He knew them Hy -
over with a sigh, but there was drug store, a “square” the big-‘name. {He hears their troublés
no stopping in - the face of the gest department store between' znd tribulations, and helps the
regular weekly paychecks in ex- Winston-Salem and Charlotte;up-ig o 4 i
céss of .$10,000 to between 800 to-date grocery stores and mea
and 900 employees which -are merkefs, a newspaper, The Cook
gloom dispellers. Here also olé eemee Journal, four churches
“Miss Dissatisfaction” and her, Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian f
boon companion, “Mr, Disco
ent,” “are unknown, not having
been heard -of since the plaﬁi
was established back in '99. Na
tive Anglo-Saxons are employed
* Cooleemee is one of the uniqu

gating with Mr. Erwin's gifts, much of his time and effort..-tsij 4
continuing as the growth of | devoted to the upbuilding of the]
-the community required. .7 school, but he modestly decliue'sl
Cooleemee’s churches have a -to take the credit. - e ol
combined membership of several | . The mill village’s. government’
- hundred. Rev. A. D. Stoudemire | is-one. of township.proportiops,

pastor of the Baptist Church: faking in the whale of derugalem’
";_ N. C. Duncan, of the Epis-|township. Incidentally, the pre-
Dal: Rev. G. W. Clay, of the sent sheriff, Floyd McSwain,
Y Methodist: and Rev. J. W. Foster comes from Cooleemee as did his
“the Preshyterian. The Bank| predecessor in office, Sheriff Kelly |
T8 b R ooleemee, of which J. B. Mas! Cope. The township has furnish- |
\*gv:f:ﬁ;‘};geag?lﬁgnﬁaﬁny%_ of Durham, is president, and. ed nearly all of the sheriffs of
reafte'r the products le 7 f,;aH L. Rice, the rcashier alrgc“ﬂ Davie county fnl_'a_period_ of many |
i 1906, has furnished the commun-, years. Ex-sheniff George Wine-|
: v lample financial connection: coff was also a nafive here. |
AR ~ T *x Deputy Sheriff Sam Benson is
‘e J. N. Ledford department;the representative of the law here.|
e, the largest store between!A recorder’s court for Jerusalem)
inston-Salem and Charlotte, (8 janswers in the place of the usual,
Gbsidiary of the-mill, but is:0p- fmunicipal tribunal.in a town of
ted independently, J. E. Smith [this size- Jeff Davis, with: ansiliv
resident and general ma strous 'mame, is the recorde
r. SInce the destruction of the: Noah Grimes iy the postmaster
Fville hotel by fire a few = Jerusalem township is moreg
s ago, Cooleemee has the dis-'pulous than Mocksville, the con
tion of being the locationjofity "seat. There are 5339 peop

e

a solution in Afriendly, man

ﬁ-mé.n style, .. "R 3
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“Mz.“Zachsry knows ‘hisi em- and the adjoining coin-
communitiss in North Carolings ployees personally. He has grown ties of Rowan énd iredell fnd hepe
Tt i the ‘higgert e p&’ up with them. Upon a basis of al,'_;:'.-'.: of the largest and readie$t
pulation standpoint, of Jerusalem! friendly understanding the. mill| _otton markets in this seetion df!
township, and it pays neaxly £ “% operates day after day, year after| the state. Practically all of the

“Ghirds of the takes of Davie Coul year, the _:people &o about their| cofton used in the Coocleemee mili
" daily routine of work and no ran- v

ty. The 800-odd foot - factoryy ~* % ' il e is. ;atll;Ve grown. . . o of
hich i o b b A itterness enters in. For| ~Perhaps one feature of life i ; s i ; e £
?ngm-!:::?;:lko?f ??fnilenquh ;}f&btf 5 35 years Mr. Zachary has been| the Cooleemee mill village wh ! only hotel,-the Riverside imiin Jerusalem township, accordl
R cisinatas bhe : with the Erwin Cotton Mills. He, is recailed happily by older eciti-En& county of Davie.. Mrs. R-C.iE5tlg Jast eensps, of which ove
ATy LS 2 Peg'an in the Durham home office; zens, was the personal intersstAleyander is manager of the h‘?ﬁ'{sl‘“ re.in:Cogleemee, and, 3,30
in 1895. In 1906 he was trans- and kben sense of respomsibility - EUvCOGleemes is-pernups proud‘in Mocksville township. Although:
ferred to the Cooleemee plant as displayed by the elder Erwin, W. est-of its high school, which i3 retyrning ‘a strong Relpublican
assistant manager and in 1916 he| ‘A, "who  although :stilf active ig. accredited. and ranks high, and majority for the past twenty-five
became general manager ymds] now beyond the threescore and Iwhere 900 children from the kind-'years the “ship at the Novem-
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Bu-siness To. Be i{-;iocfz—teﬂ

Gooleemee’s Bowntown Rrea

Will Be Wiped Out Soon

:‘;. owned by Erwln Mills, Inc., the, The

The reascn for the exodus is
simple: Erwin Mills has deter-
| mined that it needs the company

Slowly but surely a mass eX0- .04 pusiness district and pro-
dus is in progress in the small poue por future warehouse space
Davie County community of ;ngq gther company needs.
Cooleemee. Consequently, the leases of the

The exodus is being made by [ew remaining businesses still in
the “downtown” businsss estab- the building are not being ve-
lichments, located in buildings newed.

By RALPH MILLER
Salishury Post

other business establish-
ments are either completley
“elacing out’ 'or movmg nerih to

largest employer of reszidents of
this unincorporated town.

‘the best location for a new ware-
‘house to be on the site mow oc-

W STy T PR BT

& new shopping center area ahodt

mig-way between Cooleemee and
North Cooleemee.

A. W. Peacock, secretary and
treasurer of Erwin Mills, Inc., of
Durham, said in a leter regard-
ing the company owned buildings:

“If has become necessary for
us to have more warehouse space
at our Cooleemee plants and en-
gineering studies have indicated

cupied by commercial buildings
on the west side of Main Street.
We hope to be able to begin con-
struction of this warehouss with-
in the next few months. The bank
and the post office and still lo-
cated In these buildinzs and It
will b2 necessary © to

rese activities.

relocate |

“At the present time we can
furnish ne further details in re-
gard to the warehcuse to he con-
structed as these plans are in the
procesz of development.

Shopping Center

This mass exodus goes back to
about the first of the year when
R. L. and Paul Fotzer of Coolee-
mee bezan a shepping center até
the intersecticn of Highway 801
and Marginal St. It was the first
major expansion of the town's
business district in many years.
Az the shopping center grew,
more and more of the “cawn-
t o wn'” business etablishments
moved to the shopping cenfer.
Then, Erwin Mill announced

becauze of the necessity of more
warehouse :pace.

That kegan the exodus of the
emaining buzineszes frem  the

To daue, the J. N. Ledford Cos
DEp, Stora, which opeped in' 1201
and was the county’s lar
RE

aved to the shoppinz
"nlsi are the office of Dr. Joha
. Bpargo and Cooleemees Rexall
Crugs, as well as “nsw' busd si
lishments for the town, in-|
ding Coeclesmee Launderstizs |
? & N 5 & 10 cent Stors, and|
Fritern Auto. - 1

i

Reape-tedly ready toc move to the
rZ ecenter cave the unlonm
Aa.l Wagner Jewelry Store, a dry
zaods stere, a zift chop and sem:z
of the barkers presently working )
at Shue Barber Shop, still operat-|
ng in the “downtown" distiict.

that leases of the company owned!
puildings cculd not be renewed;

Jtablisments move,

mant store, has clozed cown.j
. o rropen. S
—Ale7ay Tavea to

UNION HALL BUILDING — This building, on
th east side of main strzet in downtown Coolee-
mee, reportedly is scheduled for demolition to
make more parking facilities available, The only

businzes still in the building is the urion repre-

sentative whose office is upstairs. The other

businesses have moved out — or closed down.
L]

Still located “downtown” in
buildings due to become ware-
houses are the Central Carolina
Eank and Trust, the U. 8. Post

%ﬁ—w«d @o ?»-W !Qp—by-»/ "2-’(“-“."94:1.

i
/

Office, Cooleemee Super Market
and the jewelry store.

The Jjewelry store and super
market reportedly will move to
the shopping center when possi-
ble.

Bank To Move

Charlie Bahnzon, vice president
¢f the bank, said that the bank
will re-locate at the shoping cen-
tey area but will be in B building
by itself and will not adjoin other
business establishments,

Mr. Bahnson said that it is/
hoped that. the move could be
mace within 90 days.

Williarn €. White, postmaster,
satd that the U, S. Post Office
Department has advertised for
bids for a new pest office at

|.Cocleemee, but that he has not

yvet been informed as to the re-
sults. However, the postoffice will|
have to vacate its present building |
as the lease is not to be renewed.
When the above menticned es-|
the lone sur-:
viving establisment In  the’
“dawntown” section will be a
service station operated by Char-
lie Jordan and Buster Carier.
The station Is located in a com-

| pany-owned building, but not one

of those presently headed for
demolition.
Mr. Carter said, however, that

the station would probably remain
open until the first of the year.
After that, who knows?

It has been reported, but not
confirmed, that the company-
owned tweo story brick building on
the east side of main street, local-
Iy know nas the Union Hall build- |
irg, will be demclished and the|
rubbish pushed into a ravine be-
hind the present structwre.

.The bmidmgs on the west side

Davie Co.Public Liviaiy
Mocksville. N. C. )



